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The Black Frost (La helada negra)

Dir: Maximiliano Schonfeld Argentina 2016 82min

Cast: Ailin Salas, Lucas Schell

From destruction come saints and sinners; sometimes
it is hard to tell who is who. After Alejandra arrives at a
house in a region of devastated fields, her mysterious
behavior, her bonds with nature and her communication
with distant figures lead neighbors to identify and
venerate her as a vehicle for their salvation. Yet, when
her nomadic friends arrive, we learn that nature is not
the only thing that has changed. A powerful film from
Argentine Maximiliano Schonfeld.
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Eva Doesn’t Sleep (Eva no duerme)

Dir: Pablo Agiiero Argentina/Spain/France 2015 85min

Cast: Gael Garcia Bernal, Denis Lavant, Daniel Fanego, Imanol Arias
During Argentina’s Peron regime, Evita, entertainer
turned mother of the nation, gained charismatic mastery
over the masses that even transcended death. Her
dictator-husband embalmed her body, which became
a magical, uncomfortable symbol and threat to later
regimes - stolen, violated, concealed by the Vatican,
returned but only buried decades later. The powerful
episodes of this film probe both the power and the
human suffering that became parts of this global
peregrination.
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Paulina (La patota)

Dir: Santiago Mitre Argentina/Brazil 2015 103min

Cast: Dolores Fonzi, Oscar Martinez, Esteban Lamothe

Putting her progressive ideals into practice, Paulina
forgoes her promising judicial career and her upper
middle class life to become a rural schoolteacher. Her
staunch, inscrutable decision to uphold her principles —
even after she was brutally raped by a group of young
men, many of whom are her own students — offers a
challenging commentary on justice, social inequality and
personal conviction. This remake of a 1961 Argentine
film won the 2015 Nespresso Grand Prize at the Semaine
de la Critique, Cannes.
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Neon Bull (8oi Neon)

Dir: Gabriel Mascaro  Brazil/Uruguay 2015 104min

Cast: Juliano Cazarré, Alyne Santana, Maeve Jinkings, Carlos Pessoa
Iremar, a cowhand, works the Brazilian rodeos with a
motley team of coworkers, including Galega, a single
mother who drives the truck, and her headstrong
daughter, Cacé. Despite the harsh labor and itinerant
lifestyle, Iremar relentlessly dreams of making exotic
garments. A mesmerizing view into the lives and minds
of vaquejada workers, Neon Bull is a super sensual film
that turns the gaze behind the spectacle to question
gendered archetypes of sport, tradition and labor. Venice
Film Festival Orizzonti section, Special Jury Prize.
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The Second Mother (que Horas Ela Volta?)

Dir: Anna Muylaert Brazil 2015 110min

Cast: Regina Casé, Camila Mardila, Karine Teles, Lourenco Mutarelli
Generations torn apart by the scars of region and
class that cut across modern Brazil. Jessica has left
the impoverished Northeast — and her daughter - for
Sao Paulo to provide for her family as a live-in maid
and caretaker for the son of a wealthy family, Fabinho.
Yet, as Fabinho prepares for entrance exams for the
university, Jessica’s own daughter shows up to compete
for the same university — and reveal the inequalities and
sufferings hidden within this second household. Berlin
Film Festival Audience Award.
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Embrace of the Serpent

Dir: Ciro Guerra Colombia/Argentina 2015 122min

Cast: Nilbio Torres, Antonio Bolivar Salvador, Jan Bijvoet

Four men. Two canoes. Epicenters of the contact and
clash of worlds as Western scientists (a German in 1909,
an American in 1940) make contact with Karamakate, an
Amazonian shaman in his youth and older age. Around
these intense dyads, director Guerra takes us into worlds
of colonial enslavement, Messianic rebellions, and global
change that charge their encounters with forces as
powerful as the film's astonishing visual environment,
even in B&W. Academy Award nominee for Best Foreign
Language Film.
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Land and Shade (La Tierra y la Sombra)

Dir: César Acevedo  Colombia 2015 97min

Cast: José Felipe Cardenas, Haimer Leal, Edison Raigosa, Hilda Ruiz
Sugar and fire frame this relentless drama of family and
struggle. As the last small plot in a Colombian terrain
dominated by the environmental destruction of industrial
sugar cane, whose ashen detritus covers the world, a
woman labors to survive with her ailing son. Her husband
returns — to save them or to challenge them? Or to open
new paths for the grandson whose life, too, is made
somber by both family and the world engulfing them.
Cannes Film Festival, Camera d'Or.
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Oscuro Animal

Dir: Felipe Guerrero Colombia/Argentina 2016 107min

Cast: Marleyda Soto, Jocelyn Meneses, Luisa Vides

The movement of peoples from country to city has
become universal in the 20th century. Yet, Felipe
Guerrero reminds us of the challenges and pain of this
flow in these poignant stories of women in Colombia.
Rocio, La Mona and ex-fighter Nelsa, forced from their
homes by war and terror, each must brave jungles and
travails to reach the capital, Bogota, and a new life.
But the dark beast of terror without and fear within
constantly haunts them.

[B[& The Passion of Latin American Cinema
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Viaje

Dir: Paz Fibrega Costa Rica 2015 71min

Cast: Fernando Bolaiios, Kattia Gonzdlez

After meeting at a party, Pedro and Luciana decided
to go home together; however, the drunk and playful
duo’s initial “goals” never materialized. The following
morning, Luciana decides to accompany Pedro for a
day at a faraway park. As they spend time together in
nature, the brevity of their encounter zooms in and out
of focus...Tenderly shot in black and white, and set to
a minimal sound mix, Fabrega's (Agua Fria, 34th) Viaje
is an intimate, modern-day portrait of relationships and
their ever-shifting definitions.
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Panamerican Machinery

Dir: Joaquin del Paso  Mexico/Poland 2016 86min

Cast: Javier Zaragoza, Ramiro Orozco, Irene Ramirez

Everything seems to be fine at Panamerican Machinery
company except that the boss has, well, dropped dead.
And the company is bankrupt. And the workers are
old, without marketable skills. And did we mention
the disappearance of the pension? Time to fight back,
right? Mexican director Joaquin del Paso, in his debut
feature draws us a telling albeit comic portrait of social
precariousness and the difficulties of meaningful
collective action, whose implications resonate far beyond
Mexico itself.
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From Afar (pesde alls)

Dir: Lorenzo Vigas Venezuela/Mexico 2015 93min

Cast: Alfredo Castro, Luis Silva

Lorenzo Vigas' debut offers a masterfully acted story
of two broken men finding themselves in a hesitant
relationship amid personal and social disorder. Armando
(the incredible Alfredo Castro), an older, emotionally
repressed dentist, finds release in loveless encounters
with street youths. While Elder beats him up, the two
continue to meet, to change, to explore in a subtle love
story all the more tender by its tentativeness within
broken families and a homophobic society. Venice Film
Festival Golden Lion for Best Film.






